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® HISTORIC AMIRICAN BUTIDINGS SURVEY IR SEE
"PENCOYD FARM," THE ROBERTS ESTATE HiBS No. PA-1087
Address: 355 East City avenue (£ity Line avenue, alsc U. S.

Route 1}, between fsso Road and Monument Road,
Balu-Cynwyd (Bala) Lower Merion Township,
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, The “Pencoyd
Farm" is part of a section of land granted by
William Penn to Yelsh settlers, and generally
called the "¥elsh Traci.! The present post office
is Bala-Cynwyd, but the correct town name is Bala;
Bale~-Cynwyd is a post office combination of two
places, -Lower Merion Township, in which the house
iz located, was originally known as Merion Township.
There is a village (now largely gone), called
"Pencoyd,"north of the house, near the Schuylkill
River, that took its name from the house, '

Prasent Owneor: Batate of T. William Roberts.

Eresent Occupant: Gainor Roberzte,

I h Present Use: Residence.
aricf Statement "Oonecoyd! is a well-known early Pinlladelphias-area

of Significance: house, whoge earlieat parts date from the 17th
century., It is belleved 10 have been the first
erected in the "Welsh Tracti;" and has bsen lived
in continuously gince then hy the prominent
Roberts family.

PART T. HISTORICAL INFCRMATION

%o Physical Hislory

1, Original and subsequent owners: This list of propristors
of "Pencoyd" does not include the various part shares
devised by wills which eventually were bought out,

John Roberis (1648-1724) 1683-1724

Robert Roberts (1685-1768) 1724-68

John Roberts, snd (1710-76) 1768-76
slgernon Roverts {1751-1815) 1776-1815
Isaac Warner Roberts (1789-1859) 1815-59
(corge Brooke Roberts (1833-97) 185%-97
T. Williams Roberts {1877-1962) 1897-1962

" 2. Date of erection: .avout 1690 (based on a professional



a, 1690 This date roflects a conzensus of
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econsensus ), 16683 or 1684 by family tradition, {nc docu-
montary vasis for tnls date, however). Sce chronoLogy.

Lrehitect: HNone--geo chronology for later architects.

Buildor: Presumed to have been oullt Dy Johnm Roberts,
1
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LAY wTLun hirad agsistants,

Hotes on original plan and construction of building: The
originsl poriion of ;; house (17th century) consists

of the weay four vays of uhe 93b8<ﬂt stone house (lafi
nd, facing fromb). The dats sione is not original, nov

s o entyy porceh.  Ths remaiader of the
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) on the exterior dppedrs 4o e subotantialliy
rlginal, Inside, thc house has been sexbensively alibered.
The Clrat Clooy wes origlnally in lhrece rooms anc hall,
o Judge fronm evidoncs in the basoment.,

Hoves on kunovm alierations and additions: 5 oartial
caronology of thn development of tho

3 dohn Roborts seitlled on "Poncoyd Farm, M ”'aalulqn

indicates that Hoberts commencad the house the gpring
of 1684, but this is not supporied by uocumﬂnua“y avidence.
1 scems unlikely that a large two-gtory sione house would

By - L
i

huve heen undertakon go soon alter Roberis! arrival.

architects and
ouse as being a
£ th2 ghone house
(the western four bays about 26" x 411, two stories
high with gambrel roox). There ig, howvever, 1o known
documentary date io support ihis date.

£
historians who are famiiisar with the h

)
reagonable date for she carly part o

1760 n Sepiemver 3, 1760, lightaing struck the barn and

1791 Hew barn und date atone, the present, erszeted {Loih,

18217

huy ricks, whach then burned te the ground. (David Loun,
Pencoyd ond the Roberts Family [New York: David Loth,
c. 1961%, p. 22). The construction date of these strue
tures is not known., Fellow Quaxkers in Merion came to
Roberts?! ussigiance, and subserived funds to reouild the
barn. wWhile there is no proof that it was rebuilt at
that time, 11t seems reasonable to assume that one was
built, as the laTg“ barn now in existence was not built
until 1793, and it gesm unlikely that Roberts did with-
out & barn until then.

p‘ 32)0

First fire insurance survey in 1827 (Mutusl Fire
ASsurance Company) indicates that by this year the house



"PENCOYD FARM," THE ROBERTS ESTATE
HABS No. PA-1087 (Page 3)

b included a two-story, stone main block (40' x 28'); a
stone kitehen (17'-6" x 25'-6%), one-and-a-half stories
high; and a stone wash house, one story (15'-6" x 17'-6");
porech to front of kitchen. The wash house is described
as "new. "

1835 Xitchen demolished, and a new two-story stone kitchen,
1St x 27', erected (according to fire insurance survey).
(This may be the same construction as 1848-49 addition.)

1848-49 A new two-story stome wing was added to the east
(right) end of the house, apparently a kitchen on the
first floor, and a bedroom on the second, which was
used as the master bedrcom. This wing is the one shown
on George B. Roberts! 1849 elevation of the house., This
elevation shows the segmental brick relieving arches
over the first-floor windows, the last of which was
deliberately removed in 1913. (Loth, p. 39.)

1862 Stables remodeled and enlarged, including carriage
house. (Rosalinda Roberts' diary, Loth, p. 43.)

1864 Stairway o attic bullt "for the accommodation of
the girls to get to the attic." (Rosalinda Roberts’

. . diary, Loth, p. 43.)
®

1866 Apparently a new kitchen was constructed (probably
at east end), and the old kitchen converted into a din-
ing room. Running water, supplied by a water wheel to
a cedar tank in attic, was installed. A frame bathroom
was built, on the north side (rear) of the house. This
openied off the stair landing between first and second
floors. A small storeroom was below--about &' x 8'.

(Loth, pp. 43-44.)

1866 A one-story stone building, 20' x 18'-6", was erected
adjoining main house; alterations to main house; porch
with hipped roof; entrance porch; miscellaneous interior
changes; and water tank put in attic (from 1868 fire
insurance survey.)

1870 Two photographs, dated 1870 (see HABS photocopies),
show the west (left) and south (fromt) sides, and
indicate some changes in the house since the 1849 draw-
ings by George B. Roberts. A poreh has been added 1o
the front, with decorative cast-iron columns, and large
pedimented dormers have replaced the earlier small shed
dormers. Shed roof porch to the kitchen wing on the
east (right) shown in the 1849 drawing has been removed.

.3 1872 An 1872 photo shows a hexagomal smckehouse, with

Gothic windows, probsbly dating from the second guarter
of the 19th century.
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1879 "Thisz swmmer we tore down the old frame buildings
easl of barn and erected new addition.! ((eorge
Roboris, "Diary of farm matiers 1873-1896%).

1881 Misccllunsous interior ulterations. Frame wash
' ad, (ttual Fire Insurancs Survey).

1884 Mew two~and-one-half atory stons bullding with hipped
dod dormer windors snd ovan poreh added to
itehen wing; also sniry porch with nooded roof
ag

t

rear of kitcl
ot southeast coyner, und one-ziory, stuccoed gtone

Dantay, 81 x 10‘ {at west oide of kitchon) added; a
new btwo-gtory Trame addition at roar of kitchen. plus
a woods=n housc dnd orivy, and ice house construated
(Fire Insurance Survey). Frenk I, Turness {Furness,
iwvens snd Co.) was architect Tor the new 1884 wing
{J. 0. Massey).

1886 & now fapmhouss, tool house, and chicken house wors
cracted; "over shot® added to parn. (G, . R, Furm
Diary).

1887 n old fa mhounb, oceupled by Junathan Harding,
demolished. Springhouss altered. (G. B. R, Farm Diary).

1888  Front porch removed, and thres-window bay put in
(south fromt)dining room (east room); partition between
hall and purlor removed; small, half eircular porch
erccted vt {ront door; and cellar put under parlor in
the main house. This could be the btime when {ront door
wag elterad from a gquarehsuad transom to an elliptical
head traﬂsom, with naneled revealed jambs. Alteraiions
o the "back building® were startsd in order to make &
nzw lavndry and woodhouse; and walls for a new kitehen
had boen started (G. B. R. Fapm Diary).

1889 "Now alteration on the house was all finished but
tho 1ittls ouwitside work--itv comprisced 8 comoleste aliera-
tion of Lack oLd]‘DuJ and the new stong part o new Frame
Leundry.® (G. D, B. Parm Disry). L new gardenzr's houss
vas built, and the old gardener's house made inio a
coach room (G. B. R. Farm Diary).

»f iron and
scellansous
Survey).

1890  0ld greesnhouse demolished, now ong of
wood nrected (GL.B.R. Farm Diary); n
interior alterutions (Fire Insurance

@

hEv

1891-92  Porch cnelosed with Tla“s;
library, and hall 2 redg
{G. B, R, Farn D
provbably vef
of house. D
DEY S on Pivet-f

Lay window put in
43 nav dining room built
BTY). L onew ody window in library

o the two-sbtory buy on the soubth side
10g room added at northeast, & small
cor front adjoining the cilreular vay,

}._.
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was added {(Pire Tasurancs Survey).

1843 Naw coach nouse buitt, and addition made
new porcil 8ract wost slde of old houss
man’" nhouse bui,t; nay window on west ond o

second Lloor (G, D, 8. Fum Diary).

1895  The occtugonal vorch, was made elreular osnd c
in with zZlasa; o Go-zicry gtons %ay wimaow WAS da“ﬁ
{"to study room"), und & two-ztory stone eddition builli
around Cremz bathroon on accond rlocr {(Flre Inaurance
SUTVOY ).

-
(=N

1913 FytmnﬂiV“ altzratlons and remodeoliing in the Georglan
Revivel style; LUuL‘ Carter Baker, Jr, was the archi-
toeh, The remodeling contloued the gouun fucade ol lhe
original houszs an 5tudru, approximatery 34 in the sane
fieldsltons and with a gamorel roof of the samz design

as tne original., The additicn then carriod oaek on
the cast facuds, Jolning the 1884 wing. The intzrior
of ‘the criginal stone nouse, @bt She west, vas extl
remodzled, and the {irat floor muds into one lurge room,
#uch of tho stalrs, fireplace, floors, coiling, dnd
trim date from this remcdeling, though some dates from
tho 1850%': on., Furiher remodeling was also done Lo ths
second floor and the atide, The entrance was changed
to the east side, a new cntrance puilt, and the dining
room and library remodeled. . new porch was bulli on
the west end, and naw chimbeys on the main wing of the
house., It was a4l this time that the date stone with
the inseription, "R/J.G./1682,7 on the west gable, was
added, (arehitect's and other dravings, and intervieu
with Qeorge B, Roberis, architect.)

1951 Reur of kKitchen wing, including woodshad, lwundry,
and servants! dining room demolished {Fire Insurance

survey).
1964 S0ld by Betate of T. ¥, Roherts, for dsrolition ond
land development.

B. Historical iLveints and Persone ssaocliated with Bullding:

The Hoberts famlly has long baen a vrominent Philadalphisz
family, wnich has held numerous public offices, and taken
an active part in community affairs. The proprietor of
"Pencoyd! of particular nobe was beurge Brooke Roberts,
who becuens president of the Pennsylvania Railroad., The
family history g thoroughly couilined in David Loth's
Prncoyd and the Roberts Family.

xienagive Ly
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C. Gources of Information; primary and unpublished gources;
sherlelin, Harold D., and Hubbard, Cortiandt V. D.
it of & Colonial City, Philadelphiz: J. B.
Company., 1239, ovp. 37-63.
Loth, David. Pegeoyd and the Roberts Family, Privately
printed, n, d. {c. 1961}, {(Includcs a bibliography).
Mutual assurencs Compuny, Fhiladslphia., Poliey No, 4613,
Selzetad passages from Lhls polley with ite surveyes and
resurveys arve transcribed in the appendix A,
Philadelphia. Personal intervicws by J. 0, Mossey with
Miss Galaor Roveris (MPencoyd,' 1963) and with George B
Roberis, arcchitect (1820 Dolanesy Flace, 1963).
Robervs, George Brooke., VG, B. R. Diary of Farm Matters,
18731896, Unpﬂblisl:d diary. (;LlCCu?d passages from this
disry are included in Appendix B, )
Secondary snd published sourcsg:
"he 01d Kitehon Pirenlace at Pencoyd," Architectural
Decovd. vol., 37 (April, 1915), o. 373.
"Pencoyd Farm, Lower Merion Township,!" Philadelvhia Suburban
Life. (December, 1909). PD. lﬁ—aé.
DART 1T, SRCHTITACTURAL INFORMATION
Ao General Steatament
1. irchitecetural interest: an early Ponnsylvania fdrmhouse
that has grovn over btho ye2&ars into a large mansion.
2. QCondition of fabric: ZFxcellent.
B. Technical Descriprtlon of Exterior

1. HMumber of sitoriss: Two-and-ono-nelf,

2. Huamber of bays: Fight-bay Trond.

3. Cver-all dimensions: 75' wide across front in 1964;
Gp! wide across Tront in 1913; 64" desp on ell in
1964; 1207 desp on oll in 1913; origzinal house 27'-6"
x 411-0M,

4o Layout: MLU zhapead.
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Yall congtruction, finish and color: ikin part--izld-
stone (worm gray tones); iflat und oblong slones. Deav
nart--fisldgtone (colﬂ eray tenzg); mostly, oblong ond
squarish stones, many lald on edgoe.

1%
*

0. Structural gaystem: Stone valls snd wooden framing.

7. Porches: unt end nog glosg encelozed porch with Romun
Doric cclummea and ghed ro”ﬂ. Saght end nas small oniyy
porceh (glzos enclessd) with Roman Dorie columms, gabl:
roof, und & oodimented geble.

8. Chimneys: ¥ront block; threr lorge unornamented shonc
chimneys located at conter and at onds Dzar wing:
lavge crpapental brick cehlmney.

2. Openings:

a, Doorvays and doova: A1l modern doors sxeent rear

door on original =lons house, which appoars to oe
very sarly.

b. Uindows wnd shubioras:  HMost sash are modern gix-
over-six-light, nine-over-nine-1light, or twelva-
over-twelve-light, double-hung wooden zash., There

. . sre 8180 geveral threc-part windews. Solid three-

; nanelaed shulters to first story windows, lbwo-
panoted slavied siuthers to upper windovwa.  The
L1893 photo anows thece-panetl shutters on the sccond
CLoor g well s the Tirsi.

10, BRoof:

a. Shupe, covering: Gambrel roof, witn cementi
shingles.

b. Corndcn: HMoldewd Geovglen cornlce.
C. Dormars:  Thera arc dormers aorons Dront and back

sides of main seetion of houge. They have six-
over-glx-light, double-nmung wooden sash, fd ble
roof's, pediments and board sides. Resr wing nag
hoodad, bracketed, single and double dormerz, with
ons-ovoer-one and wio-over-two-lignts, double-hung
wooden sash,

£. Technmical Desceriptlion of Interior: "Psncoyd" iz a large,
ramb Ling house, with parts doting wack to the lote 17i4h
century; it hasg been added to in stages well into the 20th
_ century. The garidest part of the house at bthe western end,
. has Deen opencd from three rooms into one large living room
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i ‘3 J-centory interlocking usphult tile €1

ank Marncsss pateontzd degig
into thﬂ 0*1 vantry . 4
antery und Tront holl,

old, ut

a0l ﬂfﬂauuwgr
. The dining

(& new %it
erge ouilt-in

Soecond fleoor ds dovotad o bhedrooms, several of which h
Frenkiin atoves (installed in the 20th century) in the

placea. Jlooms hove Ceorgion trim, and folding inside s
Veat vedroom has layges ecrly 19in-century filrepluce fro
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1. HNotable hardware: Some antigue hardwars including box

locks, and dour knobs. These woere, however, insta
in the 20th contury.

2. Lighting: “lectric; modorn fixturss.
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Heating: #i eplqces
several antl ant
20th contury.
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Orientation and gensral sebting: Taces southeast in
middle of large, woodud site on CULy Avenue, & major
highway, in a suburbon office-~pullding district.
Cutbuildings s 1791 varn and several fonsnt houses,
garuge, stable, springhouse,

landsecaping and drivewsys: Heavily wooded; lavrge brees

angd mavure sheubs; lawm arcund nouse; driversy to Clvy
avenun, redr girees, and serviee bulldings.

Prepared by James C. Massey, Srchitoet
National Park Service
March 19864,
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APPENDIX A

The following are selected passages from Mutual Assurance Company
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvenia) Policy No. 4613 with its surveys and
Tesurveys:

Mutual Asgurance Company [November 28, 1827]
Policy No. 4613
Burvey No. 3269

Survey of Isaac W, Roberts's House, Lower Merion

Survey of Isaac W. Roberis's Two Story Stone house
Situate in Lower Mericn township Montgomery County about
© miles from the City, Dimensions 40 feeti by 28 feet, First
Story, 3 Rooms, Breasts, 1 plain Mantle, surbase, washbds
and Closets, window Jambs plaister'd,----Entry, washds----
Commcn square head front door,----Second Story, 4 Rooms,
Breasis, washbds & closets, window Jambs, plaister'd Garret,
3 Rocms & plaister'd, Trap door, 1 Electric Conducior,
4 square head flat top dormer windows, 4 lights each, glass
£.,10 inech, In the Enitry, are 2 flights plain open square
newell painted strait handrail stairs,--Cloge Siring, floors
heart pine bds--Board partitions, Glass &..10 inches,--

Kitchen Stone, 17 feetl 6 inches by 25 feet 6 inches, one &
half, story high,--First Story, plain mantle, washbds,
closets & windows cased, walls plaister'd, Ceiling not
plaister'd, Half or upper story in one, walls plaister'd,
ceiling not--Common winding Steirs, floors heart pine bds,
glass 8..10 inches Wash house, Stone, New, 15 feet ©
inches by 17 feet 6 inches One Story high, Not plaister'd,
Brick floor, Shed Roof, 3 Boilers, erected in brickwork
secrue an ash hole. In front of Kitchen, is a plain open
shed, on 3 plein gquare post, Shingled Roof. No Buildings

near.--
$1600 Nov 6 1827 Philip Justus
On said House $1600 @ 3PCent $48.
Policy & incidental expenses @ 30 Cents PCt. 4 .80

$52.80
I aclmowledge the above to be a Correct Survey of the
Premiges & to have received a Deed of Setilement. FPhilad.
November 28, 1827

Isaac W, Roberis
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[ January &, 18351

Isaac W, Roberts. Having taken down the Kitchen
attach'd to, and Communicating with The house, Situate on
his Farm in Lower Merion township, Montgomery County as
per Survey No. 3269 and Insured by Policy No. 4613, and
in place thereoff, has erected a New Two Story Stone
Kitchen 19 feet by 27 feet,~--~First Story in one, plain
Mantle washbds, Closet & windows cased--floor heart pine
boards, Second Story, in 2 Rooms, washbds,-Both Stories
plaister d,--Garrct in One, walls plaister'd, Rafters or
Ceiling not plaister'd Trap door, floor nmarrow white pine
boards--Ridge'd Roof. Common winding Stairs, Glass 8..10
inches, Board partitions,

Janry 8. 1835 Philip Justus

{March 10, 1858]

There is also an alteration been made in the 1lst Story

of the Kitchen by running a partition across forming an
Entry in which is a flight of Stairs leading to 2nd Story
all other parts as before described

March 10th/58 Geo, C. Justus, Surveyor

[September 22, 1868]
Mutual Assurance policy'# 4613,
Resurvey 9/22/1868 (abstraci)

Alterationg & additions: One story stone building, rough
cast 20' x 18'-6" adjoining and communicating with main
house. 3-18 light windows, 8 x 10 glass, single hung,
with paneled shutters. 1 square head door; 4 panel door;
stone sill; hip roof, tinned; wood cornice; hipped porch;
wood cornice, supporied by 2 wood posts, tinned.

On old building--slatted roof, 4 square head dormers, 4
lights each 10 x 18 sash, single hung. Veranda 22'-6 x
9', hipped roof, tinned, wood c¢cormice. 4 even posis &
brackets, stone floor. Porch with 2 seats, hipped roof,
tinned. Wood pilasters; floor pine., Kitchen room, dining
room, passage & stairway, D.R.-3 closels, 2 shelved, one
with marble basin, hot & cold water. 5 4 panel doors~

one with a 4 light transom. 5" architraves--entry with
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stairs, dog legs, plain newel & bannisters, walnut rail,
closet under. bathroom at quarter pace. +tub, copper,
paneled wood, walnut cap, running water, marble bases,
closet under, running water, watercloset, walnut seat,
china bowl; rolling blind shutters to window. Closet
over stair. door also to chamber--new.

Chamber area D.R.---Closet with marble basin; water. stairs
to attic, cedar tank in attic holds 500 gallons water,
sitting room enlarged by part of what was a Chamber niche;
that which was part of chamber now s storeroom.

Kitchen--washboards, iron sink; iron boller; stairs to
cellar, cellar mortar floor, coal bins and closet.

George W, Wharton
September 22th, 1868

[August 2, 1881}
The followlng Alterations have been made.

First story of each wing. Continued rail stairs to
second story, yellow pine steps, turned ballustrade walnut
rail & newel, two closets under.

Second story. Deorway beiween rooms and from one room
to entry, one closet & one wood mantle shelf.,

Second story main building. Frame wash house 7 by 10
£t at side, wood bath tub, lined with planished copper,
wash stand, marble top, china bowl, hot & cold water,
water closet finished as usual, one closet, two 8 light
windows glass 10 by 10' double hung venetian shutters.
Doors and windows finished with 4 1/2 double reeded and
beaded pilasters, sash door to entry, two Lights of
figured glass 9 by 26'. Doors, lining boards cap, sash
&c all of ash. Slate roof, tin gutter, wood cornice
weather boarding planed & groved.

Garret in main building. Five extra closets, inside
shutters to windows.

A gsecond story over Kitchen. Divided into two rooms
& entry, one closet, four 12 light windows glass of 10'
double hung & panel shutters. Also ingide shutters to
one, one wood mantle shelf, plain winding stairs to {irst
story, wood bath tub, lined with planished copper, wash
stand, marble top, china bowl, hot & cold water, water
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closet, cap, lining board &c of white pine varnished, sash
door to emtry two lighis of ground glass 18 by 36', rim
locks, moulded skirting., Doors & windows finished with

3' Architraves, ground glass in windows.

Garret. Floored but not plastered, two 2 light dormer
windows glass 12 by 18! sash hung on hinges, brackets,
scrolls &c at outside of windows Slate roof, iin gutter,
wood cornice., All of the house has been repaired & put
in good order.

Afred Qgden
gurveyed
Aug 2% 1881.

[November 8, 1884]
The following Alteraticns have been made.

A Two & half story sione pointed Building has heen
erected as plan. Hipped roof carved with slate gutter
stop. wood cornice. Hipped projecting hoods at Garreid
windows, with large brackets. Ends of rafters ogee
carved with slate. Window in center in front, with
paneled woodwork at bottom, and large brackets under
projecting part, with mouldings, beads &c at sides.
Open Porch as plan. Tin roof, 3 by & rafters with
champ fired edges, wall plates the same. % by 5 planed
champ fired & turned posts. 3' bracket braces at top,
roof projecting & slanting beyond wall plate, ends of
rafters oge. roof boarding planed and groved, yellow
pine floor. Steps o yard, turned ballustrade, top &
bottom rail & posts arrvound roof on each side. Open
Porch at front door. Hipped and Angled roof, carved
with slate. 5 by 5 planed champ-~fered & turned posis.
3! bracket braces at tip. 2 DY 4 planed & champ-fered
rafterg, ogee ends, sides & face of peak in front, planed
& groved boards with scroll & diagonal ends, stop for
gutter, seats with back & scroll ends at bottom between
posts. Gas pipes in each story, walls chipped. Inside
woodwork varnished & polished, outside ditto painted.
Electric bells &c in all parts of house,

First story divided into two rooms & entry. 8/4
outside door, in two halves, upper part, fancy iron work,
with glass inside in lead muntins, walls in one room
paneled Af high, moulded cap & base. Celling in one room
finighed in a fancy manner with sunk panels, panels in
small gquares, & tiles and rails, heavy, moulded & beaded.
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Continued rail stairs to third story, oak steps, risirs,
turned ballustrade, rail & newels. Sash door one light

of ribbed glass 25 by 32, in the old building. walls in
Entry, up stairs to second story & in one room, lined with
Planed & groved boards 4f high, moulded cap. One closet
finished with shelves, closets & drawers, one large closet
with shelves, 8/4 sash door to yard in two halves, upper
half, two lights of ribbed glass each 13 by 38. O(ne 3wiss
window, each with 4 lights of plate glass 30 by 34. Two

4 light windows glass 24 by 28, end 6 by 6, cathedral glass
in top part of Lip sash. Double hung & panel shutlters,
one set of 8/4 folding sash doors, each with 3 lights of
plate glass 20 by 23, and 9 lights of 6 by 6 cathedral
glass in top, panel shultters. One large fancy carved,
moulded & seroll mantle, fire place iron Jambs & back,
fancy tile front & hearth. One small room, containing
wash stend, marble top China bowl, hot & cold water, &
large closet with shelf, folding doors, one window, 2
lights of ground glass 9 by 24 in bottom sash, top sash

4 by 4 glass, double hung inside shutters. 6/ sash door
2 lights of ground glass each 11 by 42, to room. One large
closet with drawers closets & shelves, one fancy wood
marble turned posts & large brackets, fire place, iron
Jambs & back, fancy tile front & hearth, moulded brick
work, One set of 8/4 folding sash doors, each with 2 lights
of plate glass 20 by 20, transom sash 3 by 3 glass,
(cathedral) panel shutters. Doors, finish, mantles, floor
sash, lining boards, panel work, ceiling &c¢ all of oak.
Door & window Jambs & heads paneled, 7/4 sSix panel doors,
mortice locks, brass hinges & latches, wood knobs. Doors
& Windows finished with 5" Architraves, moulding on back
edge returned on lining, walls & ceilings all rough hand
{finished, picture rod moulding on walls, & ditto on
plastered ceiling in room forming panels.

Second Story, divided into two roome & Entry, four
closets with shelves, two wood mantle shelves. One
window, lower sash, glass 18 by 24 upper sash cathedral
glass 4 vy 4. COne Swiss window four lights of glass 30
by 24 with five 5 by 5 glass in the top part of top sash.
Two 4 light windows glass 24 by 24, one window, lower
sash glass 18 by 24, upper sash glass 3 by 3, double
hung, inside shutters, & outside panel shutters. One set
of &/4 folding sash doors to porch roof. Each with 3
lights of glass 15 by 18, and 9 light sash 4 by 4
cathedral glass in top panel, panel shutters. One set
of 8/4 folding doors to porch roof, each with one light
of glass 20 by 20, upper sash 9 lights of cathedral glass
5 by 5, panel shutters. Two fancy moulded cherry mantles
with brackets, iron Jambs & backs, fancy tile front &
hearth. Doors & Windows finished with 4" Architraves,
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moulded skirting. Door panels & heads also Window paneled,
plceture mouldings on wall, yellow pine floor. Walls and
Ceilings rough hard finished, sash door. 2 lights of
ground glass to one closet.

Half or Garret Story, divided into Two rooms & Entry.
One fancy dormer window, 2 sash each & lights of glass
3 1/2 by 4. One fancy dormer, lower sash, 2 lights of
glass 12 by 20. upper sash 3 by 4. Three Swiss dormers
each with 2 lower sash glass 8 by 20, upper sash glass
3 by 3, double hung & inside shutters, four closets.
Other wcod mantle shelves, one 6 light window sash hung
on hinges, glass & by 15, in partition to Entry, yellow
pine floor, moulded skirting. Doors finished with 3"
Architraves, 1 3/8 four panel doors mortice locks, walls
& ceiling plastered to hip.

A one story stone rough cast Pantry, 8f by 1of at side
of Kitchen. Hipped roof covered with Tin, wood cornice,
yellow pine flooy, two 18 light windows glass & by 10,
double hung & panel shutters planished copper sink, hot
& cold water. sides finished with drawers, closets and
shelves. Doors & Windows finished with 3" Architraves,
moulded skirting. Wine closet divided off rear end by
planed & groved boards, closets, drawers &c in ditto,

A Two story frame Addition at rear end of Kitchen as
plan & finished as follows. Roof of slate, tin gutter,
wood cormice, outgide of walls in first story plened,
groved & rabited boards. Second story, round end shingles.
Peak st rear end one side, with raking cormmice, window
in ditto.

First Story, 15f of part next to Kitchen open, other
part as Wash house. Three 18 light windows glass 8§ by 10,
double hung & panel shutters. Iron sink, hot & cold water,
walls lined with planed & groved boards 4f high, large
brick fire place, large closets with shelves & folding
doors, panel outside doors. Doors & Windows finished with
3" Mouldings.

Second Story, divided into Three rooms & Entry. Two
closets, six 12 light windows glass 8 by 10, double hung
& inside shutters. 1 3/8 four panel doors, rim locks.
Doors & Windows finished with 3'" Architraves, two wood
mantle shelves, moulded skirting.

Garret, not plastered. Two 2 light dormer windows
glass 12 by 18, folding sash.
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First Story wood house rough board floor, story not
plastered, baiten doors, hung on strap hinges plain wind-
ing stairs to second story, one 12 light window glass
8 by 10 not hung.

Second story, yellow pine floor, one large closet,
divided off by planed & groved boards, two 4 light win-
dows glass 10 by 15, not hung, ceiling plastered, walls
lined with planed & groved boards, one closet, Tin roof,
wood cornice, box veniilator with closets in the sides,
outside weather boarding as before described frame one

- gtory firing with tin roof. Cpen Porch as plan., Hipped
& Angled roof, covered with Tin. © by © planed & champ-
fered posts. 4" planed and champ-fered rafters, large
bracket braces, roof and floor boards planed & groved.
Ice houge at rear with Tin roof.

Alfred Qgden
Surveyor
Nov 8, 1884

[May 29, 1890]
Muatual Assurance Company Policy #4613

Resurvey May 29, 1890 (abstract)

Alterations: 014 building - 2 rooms have paneled ceiling,
walls paneled 5' high, also hall. New open newel stairs

3 flights "no. 1 on plan® {newer part) 2 rooms, pantry

& gtaircase large fancy molded mantle fire place. Walls
lined with boards 3' high. 2 clogets, small room divided
off for washroom. 2nd story-6 Rooms and entry, bathroom.
3rd floor -4 Rooms and entry, fancy dormer windows, bath-
TOOMm.

'no, 24 - {irst story ~ laundry. 2nd story- 2 rooms and
entry, loft unfinished, 2 fancy dormers.

*no, 3" one story frame wood house.

Alfred Ogden,
Surveyor
May 29, 1890

[December 21, 1891}
Resurvey - Dec. 21, 1891 (abstract)

Former octagon open porch now circular in front, closed
in. a two story stone Bay window.




"PENCOYD FARM," THE ROBERTS ESTATE
HABS No. PA-1087 (Page 17)

First Story - Interior alterations and trim to library
(with bay window)

2nd story - Bay window and interior alterations, old first
floor toiletroom revised.

A two story stone addition erected arcund cld bathroom at
side of old part of house (old 2nd story frame bathroom
now encased in stone)

Alfred Ogden
Surveyor
Dec. 21, 1891

[October 7, 1892]
Mutual Assurance Policy #4613
Resurvey 10/7/1892 (abstract)

Alteration: One story stone "as plan' addition, tin roof,
wood cornice, turned ballustrade.

"First Story: Walls & ceiling "Rough hand finish" (beamed
ceiling), . . . Folding sash doors to old building, fancy
lead mullions, 4 windows, &/H & inside shutters. Window
in offset at side, 3 sash, fancy glass lead mullions;
pilaster trim; skylight in roof.

A new two-story stone and frame circular bay window; d/H
ocak sash, first {loor pine inside shutters, fancy trim
ingide with brackets. A new copper octagon Bay window
in first floor between circular window and ¢ld building.
Stained glass formed in figures, copper moldings oak
floor in D.R.; Llibrary and entry same.

Alfred Ogden,
Surveyor

[June 17, 1893]
Alterations 6/17/1893  (abstract)

Cpen porch extending from wood shed . . . 7' wide.

3 turned posts  tin roof, board floor.

Open porch at side of building now has stone foundation
and wall with cap and stone floor,

Alfred QOgden
_Surveyor
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Mutual Assurance Policy #4614

Concerns stable and carriage house, original 11/28/1827,
several alterations and additilons thru 1941,

final size 111'-6%" x 29'-7", with variaticns and inserts
on projecting shed. 65' to main house., value $15,000 -
1939, variocusly used as quarters, also.
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APPENDIX B

The following are selected passages from "G.B.R. [George Brooke
Roberts] Diary of Farm Matters, 1879-1896":

1879

1886

1887

1488

1889

This summer we tore down the old frame buildings east of Barn
and erected the new addition and made a c¢ellar under the old

wing.

This summer we put up new Farm House (still standing - one
later occupied by Algernon Roberis 1910 -  and T.W.R. Jr.)
below barn. Toek down the old "sheds" in front of Barn
changed shape of Barn Yard putting up the stone wall around
Barn Yard (check if this is present one) and opening the new
Farm Road below barn and spring house (this is piece of lane
going up to City Line) buillt garden tool-house new chicken
house moved old corn ¢rib and wagon shed to place below of
back barn and fixed up wood yard. David Archibald left and
William Brady new gardner came. We employed a second gardner
for year and also had a stable boy for summer for first sum-
mer. We kept four cows or heifers over winter '86 and '87 -
built the “over shot™ 4o barn.

Came out about mid April - Jenathan Harding gave up Farm on
April 1. William Barding taking it. Tore down old Jonathan
Harding house and moved the old road back, pultiing area
around J. H. house into lawn (house was up near City Line)
also altered springhouse making entrance on new Farm Road
and fixing up loft for Carpenter Shop. Johnathan Harding
died in fall. Went to town in December.

Moved out in mid April... during winter we took down the porch
over front door and also the partition throwing old entry into
Parlor and making the little Circular Porch. We also put in
the large window in Dining Room. Also put in a gas machine
and a cellar under the parlor (old house)...Went into eity
December 12th. We have begun the alteration of the back
building making a new Laundry and Wood House - and have the
walls up for new kitchen.

We came out Thursday a week after Easter May 2nd... Our new
alteration on the house was all finished but the little ocut-
side work - 1t comprised a complete alteration of back
stairway and the new stone part to new Frame Laundry - it dis
a very nice improvement and we are all very much delighted...
We changed our gardner... We organized a Company to build a
Bridge over River at City Avenue it is commenced... The City
Avenue Building has gone on slowly but is in fair way to be




1890

1891
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finished. The extremely wei season and the terrible floed in
June delayed the work., In June a most terrible rain storm
took place desiroying Johnstown and atiended with severe loss
of life. City graded City Avenue from our gate to River- I
built a gardners house in wood yard (?) also altered the old
gardners heuse for a coach room.

No ice made all winter...The new bridge at City Avenue was
opened for publiec use on Mgy 30th - i{ is a very fine bridge.
The City surfaced City Avenue and put up lamps sc we now have
a splendid Road over the River- it ig very much used (7).

In July I {took down our Green House and contracted for an Iron
and Wooden one which was finished on the 22nd of Sepi.... We
had to put new pipe from Springhouse to hoth wheel and pump

5" Terra cotta to firet and 1-1/2" Iron to pump.

On March 23 W. H. Harding had a sale - I employed a Mr. Lewis
to manage the farm and we bought 13 cows snd small articles.

On April 1 Harding moved away and Lewis came. He arranged with
Ed Herding to take the milk...City commenced grading Monument
Road we having widened it to 60 fi. also the Lower Road to

50 ft....

1891~ We fixed up walk along City Avenue meking it asphalt as far as

1892

1893

1894

Belment Avenue... We have made 2 gheep pen at Barn and enclosed
our porch with glass.... I had a well drilled 150 ft deep Jjust
above garden and got good water supply {(used until about 1950) -
fixed up a chicken yard for fsxm and on March 1 began to put

in a bay window in Library and alier closets in Hall... we
finished the Library and then added the new dining room all of
which were completed by June 29th.

Early in April we began building a house for coachman (still
stending) at Stable also an addition to stable removing last
fall our cows 1o the farm -~ we aglso began the erection of a new
porch on West side of 0ld house - we have determined to stay
in the country and have rented to Mr. Godfrey our town house
for two years bringing mcst things to our old country home.
We have built a Coachman House, an addition o our stable - a
new vegetable house and a new porch with 'Conservat' at West
end of oid house, also put in a window in West end of house
(2nd floor) (there is repetition)... This fall we completed
the asphali walk to station and changed our wslk at gate,
also set fence back and made more lawn.... We also planted a
row of trees along Monumeni Road which City widened and made
a telford pavement. We also planted a row of trees on Sireet
line (City Line) from our gate to Belmont Avenue on the north
gide.

? has been working at the drainage of the swamp...We have

-

continued draining swamp - July 11 - ...finished up the ponds
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at eprings and then finished the grading that was begun to
teke in the piece of pastion lot. Also planted trees on +the
outside line of Clty Avenue on hoth sides to Belmont Avenue
and then on North side thru firet field. Made new Llanberris
Reoad which was finished by July 1l...

1895 March 16 - We begen again to alter our old house by extending
a bay window to study room and altering porch...We are also
painting our bedroom.

July 1 - The alteraticns we have made were completed aboutk
middle June. They were the refitting of Bessie's room and
painting - also the Boys Study finished in cak, also rebuild-
ing the Porch and altering the Road (drive) in front also
meking back bathroom stone and heating it. These have made
our old home very beautiful. We rebuilt the old barracks
(hay barn) and made & lean to for farm implements.... I
Joined the Township in regrading Belmont Avenue from City
Avenue... to Righter's Ferry Road $1300 and resurfacing it.
(Speaks of terrible drought)... We had to put in a gas engine
at our well above garden where we have plenty of water.




